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Design IT!
step 1

Ideation
step 2

grab your materials
step 3

Make a prototype!

visit discoveryworld.org for more info
use #kohlsdesignitlab to share your projects!

ages 5+  Hot glue
15-20 minutes

October: Bacteria Buddies

Craft fun, personality �lled bacteria models 
and learn about the tiniest and oldest 
lifeforms on earth. 

Questions to ask yourself

What Are Bacteria?
Bacteria are Prokaryotes, which means they 

don't have a nucleus or some of the other 
parts that our cells do. Prokaryotes are some of 
the oldest lifeforms on earth, with fossils dating 

back to 3.5 billion years ago. 

Friend of Foe?
Both! Bacteria can be parasitic and hurt us like with an infection or symbiotic 

and help us like when they assist in digesting our food. Some bacteria do 
nothing. The average adult human has over 39 trillion microbial organisms 

living inside them.  We can manage most common bad bacteria by washing 
our hands, cooking our food, and disinfecting cuts and wounds.

Steal Their Look
So, what do bacteria look like? There are three 
basic shapes Bacteria can take. Cocci (sphere), 
Bacilli (rod) and Spirilla (spiral shaped). 
Bacteria can attach itself to one another to 
create structures with di�erent features. 
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What basic bacterial shapes are my bacteria made of? 

Is the bacteria I’m making good or bad?

If its good for me, how do I support it?

If it is bad for me how can I keep it away from myself 
and others.


