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September:
fabulous fabrics

This month we are using upcycled fabric 
to make rope, a community quilt, and 
decorative iron-on patches 

Common Textile Materials What type of �ber is my fabric 
made from? Is it organic or arti�cial?

What is the purpose of my fabric 
creation. Is it practical, decorative, 
or both?

What am I trying to communicate 
with my creation?

You can color fabric by soaking it in dye. 
Dyes can be created both naturally 
(�owers, berries, bugs) or arti�cially with 
chemicals. Fabric can also be printed on. 

Dying Fabric

There are many techniques and tools for 
turning �bers into fabric. You can weave spun 
string using a loom, knit yarn with knitting 
needles/crochet hooks, or felt wool with a 
felting needle. 

Questions to ask yourself

Fibers can be found in nature, like wool or 
cotton, or can be made arti�cially, like Nylon 
or Spandex.  

Fabric is made up by matting (felt) or 
interlacing (weaving or knitting) �bers. 
Fibers must be tangled/spun together 
to be durable and stretchy.  

The Recipe for fabric

Fabric not only serves the practical purpose 
of clothing and shelter but is also a fantastic 

way to express oneself! Quilts and textiles 
have been used to tell generational stories, 

make maps, and share ideas. What story 
would you tell on a Quilt? 

Storytelling with fabric


